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Mr. Rickie Clark 

Manager-Public Involvement 

Indiana Department of Transportation 

100 N. Senate Ave. IGCN 642 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

As the Executive Director of the US 31 Coalition, I am submitting comments concerning the 

US31/SR10 and US 31/SR110 J-turn projects.  Please know that the US 31 Coalition strongly 

opposes the use of J-turns on the US 31 corridor.   

As you personally observed at the public meeting in Argos, there is widespread public concern 

about the installation of J-turns at these two intersections.  While I realize that there is often a 

resistance to new ideas in highway planning, this concern is far greater than the typical 

hesitation about the unknown.  Instead it is about the interaction of truck traffic, horse and buggy 

traffic, and passenger cars as they all have to navigate the J-turns at 60+ miles per hour.  This 

is not the ideal method of dealing with the safety concerns at these intersections.  Instead, 

interchanges at the two areas would be much safer and will mesh with the stated overall plan for 

the US 31 corridor. 

I do question the urgency of the construction of J-turns.  I have been told that it will take too long 

to do the necessary environmental, design, and land acquisition work for an interchange.  I 

would like to point out two things: 1. According to the information presented at the public 

hearing, the accident rate is actually decreasing in recent years, and 2. The J-turn projects have 

2013 DES numbers.  These two factors lead me to question the urgency that only now 

surrounds these projects, when an interchange could have been in the works in this same time.  

The US 31 Coalition is not questioning the need to improve these intersections, but we ask that 

you proceed in a manner that takes into account a more holistic view of the US 31 corridor. 

To that point, as INDOT proceeds with its feasibility study of the US 31 corridor, the discussion 

of the J-turns predisposes the planning study.  Instead of forcing a solution that does not fit with 

the freeway concept that has been advocated by the last three Governors, I ask that you instead 

find a solution that compliments the study and the overall plan. 

I have been told that this is a short term solution to address immediate concerns, while the 

freeway concept continues to be explored.  However, it’s a short term solution that could very 

well lead to additional safety issues, instead of resolving the existing ones.   
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I understand that even with the passage of HEA1002 this year, there is not an overabundance 

of funding available, and a J-turn provides a less expensive solution.  However, the expenditure 

of any amount of money on a “short term” project that will be taken out and replaced with 

another solution, is not a responsible use of the additional funds. 

As the US 31 Coalition strongly opposes the use of J-turns on the US 31 corridor, we ask that 

you reconsider the implementation of J-turns at these two intersections and proceed with the 

pre-construction work necessary for interchanges instead. 

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dennis E. Faulkenberg 

Executive Director  

 


